I had occasion to perform a post-mortem examination on a dead body twenty-five days after its burial. The circumstances in which it was buried and the appearances 011 exhumation are so important that they may be found of interest to the medical profession.
O11 a cold winter night in January a man was murdered by throttling and then buried at a distance of about two miles away in a field. Signs of asphyxia were also marked. The right side of the heart was full of dark blood; lungs partially collapsed; colour of heart, lungs, mucous membranes of stomach and intestines, liver and spleen was darkish. Lyon's Jurisprudence says " the process occurs more slowly in damp soil than in water."
As to retardation of putrefaction, the following facts may be observed:?
(1) Bodies putrefy more rapidly in summer than in winter.
(2) Bodies putrefy more rapidly in air than in water, and less rapidly in earth.
(3) Protection from air retards onset and progress of decomposition.
(4) Decomposition in running water is slower than in standing water.
Under the circumstances mentioned, the comparatively fresh appearance of the dead body ?was not incompatible with death having taken place 25 days previously.
